Chapter 8 Discussion Questions

1. Explain the concept of down mixing?

2. What is the difference between Dolby Stereo and Dolby Pro Logic? How many channels does each have?

3. How many channels does the Dolby 5.1 surround format have?

4. Describe some of the common sub-paths you would create in the I/O set up for a surround mix in Pro Tools?

5. Diagram the layout of the surround speakers for a 5.1 set up including the angles between the speakers and the listening position.

6. What is the center channel (in a 5.1 set up) used for primarily in a film mix?

7. Why do film mixers calibrate their speakers?

8. What equipment do you need in order to perform loudness calibration?

9. What does RMS stand for? What does it measure?

10. What loudness level are the speakers calibrated to for film mixing? For TV mixing?

11. What is needed to accurately calibrate the LFE channel?

12. What is bass management used for?

13. When recording a mix, should bass management be turned on or off? Why or why not?

14. What is a pre-dub, what purpose do they serve?

15. What is the difference between a pre-mix and the final mix?

16. What does “stem” stand for?

17. Today, how many stems are used in large format film mixes?

18. How many tracks is each stem mix?

19. What is checker boarding? How is it used in dialogue mixing?

20. What is a rule of thumb to follow regarding how loud dialogue should be mixed?

21. How can you visually see how much delay a plug-in is causing?

22. How do you compensate for plug-in delay an HD system? On an LE system?

23. What is the purpose of reference levels and tones? Which frequency is used for a reference tone?
24. What is printmastering?
25. A reference level tone of 0 VU in film mixing corresponds to ________ dBC SPL which equals 

__________ dBFS.

26. When mixing for film, calibrate the three front speakers so that _________noise at ________ dBFS 

equals ________ dBC SPL. The surround speakers should be calibrated to read _________dBC 

SPL, due to the fact theater systems reduce the output of the surrounds by _____ dB.

27. Tomlinson Holman suggests that film mixers calibrate their monitors to ________ dBC SPL instead in order to protect their hearing.
28. What is a layback? What is the current standard VTR for laybacks?

29. Describe the Dolby E format.

30. What do you need to keep in mind when printing a 24-bit Pro Tools mix to a 20-bit digital betacam?

31. What are the common formats for recording print masters?

32. What does Lt, Rt stand for on a print master?

33. What are 3 common track layouts for 8-track print master tapes?

34. What are some considerations for preparing audio files for internet streaming?

